
Chinese Tallow Tree (Sapium sebiferum / Triadica sebifera )

-Rapidly growing glabrous tree to 10m tall, with 
milky sap
-Resembling poplar trees
-Seeds white, 3 per fruit 
-Foliage turns bright red in the autumn
-It can become weedy
-Found in low swampy areas, waste areas, stable 
dunes



Beach Vitex (Vitex rotundifolia)

-Oval-shaped, semi-waxy, opposite (as opposed 
to alternate) leaves 
-Underside of leaves is a lighter green 
-Has a woody stem
-Purple flower in summer 
-Deciduous (dies back in winter) 
-Distinctive eucalyptus-like scent when leaves are 
crushed



Mimosa / Silk Tree (Albizia julibrissin)

-A small to medium-sized tree that can grow up to 20-40 feet 
tall
-Bark is light brown, nearly smooth, and generally thin with lens
shaped areas along the stem
-The attractive fern-like leaves of mimosa are finely divided, 5-8 
inches long by about 3-4 inches wide, and alternate along the 
stems 
-Silk tree has showy and fragrant pink flowers, about 1½ inches 
long, that resemble pom-poms and are arranged in panicles at 
the ends of branches
-Fruits are flat, straw-colored pods about 6 inches long 
containing light brown oval-shaped seeds about ½ inch in 
length. Pods ripen in August to September and begin to 
disintegrate soon after, but remain on the trees into winter 



Kudzu (Pueraria lobata) -Kudzu is a climbing, semi-woody, perennial vine 
in the pea family
-Deciduous leaves are alternate and compound, 
with three broad leaflets up to 4 inches across
-Leaflets may be entire or deeply 2-3 lobed with 
hairy margins
-Individual flowers, about ½ inch long, are purple, 
highly fragrant and borne in long hanging clusters
-Flowering occurs in late summer and is soon 
followed by production of brown, hairy, flattened, 
seed pods, each of which contains three to ten 
hard seeds 



Chinese Wisteria (Wisteria sinensis)

-Showy, woody ornamental vines
-These vigorous vines can climb trees, apparently limited only by the 
height of the tree, and have been observed to reach 65 feet
-Unlike American wisteria (Wisteria frutescens), native to the 
southeastern U.S., which flowers June through August, and produces a 
non-hairy seed pod 2-4 inches long, both exotic wisterias flower in the 
springtime (April-May) and produce a velvety seed pod. The fuzzy 
brown seed pods are 4-6 inches long, narrowed toward the base, with 
constrictions between the seeds
-Stems of the exotic wisterias can grow to 15 inches in diameter in older 
plants 
-Chinese wisteria twines counter-clockwise 
-The compound leaves, consisting of 7-13 smaller leaf units, called 
leaflets, are about 1 foot long and alternate along the stem
-Fragrant, violet to blue-violet flowers, ½ to 1 inch long, occur in showy, 
pendulous clusters that hang gracefully from the twining stems 



Common Reed (Phragmites australis)
-Tall, perennial grass that can grow to over 15 feet 
in height
-Forms dense stands which include both live 
stems and standing dead stems from previous 
year’s growth
-Leaves are elongate and typically 1-1.5 inches 
wide at their widest point
-Flowers form bushy panicles in late July and 
August and are usually purple or golden in color
-As seeds mature, the panicles begin to look 
“fluffy” due to the hairs on the seeds and they take 
on a grey
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